Prow. THE 


WOMEN’S 


Suffrage Movement 


began in Bristol 
Fifty Years ago. 


WITH SIX PORTRAITS. 


By S. J. Tanner. 
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WOMEN’S 


Suffrage Movement 


began in Bristol 
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WITH SIX PORTRAIS. 


By-S. J. TANNER: 


bristol : 
THE CARLYLE PRESS, 52 Park Row. 


IQI8. 


vy ir 


oT ee " ; 
eva) ' i 
Sean 
¢ 
7 “4 
; 
y +4 
- 
i 
i] 
é 
a 
, 
J : ; 
aust ‘ ‘ 
r 
‘ 7 
‘ Ss 
’ 
“v 4 
ws ; 
- 7 4 | 
) 
Z ; 
7 ; ’ : | 
: f * : | 
oO 
" re : 
" 
é } 
Be 7} 
bi 4 A) 
coe J 


owe ; 


7 oe 
7 s 
ay 


MISS FLORENCE DAVENPORT -HIEL, 


by whose invitation the first Committee in Bristol was held. 


From a photo about 1862. 
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HE record of the last fifty years is not a complete history 

i of the Women’s Movement. It has its source far back 

in the past, among the hills of obscurity: it is on its 

way to the great ocean of the future with infinite possibilities 
before at. 


The pioneers of the Movement can be traced through 
all ages, among the women who have given noble service 
to their generations. But it is of the special work for political 
freedom and of the local pioneers of Women’s Suffrage that 
we are thinking to-day with honour and gratitude. 


The record of fifty years divides itself naturally into 
three periods: the first from 1867 to 1884, the imterval 
between two great Reform Bills, when success seemed near 
and hopes were high; the second from 1884 to 1904, after 
the exclusion of women from the Reform Bill of 1884, twenty 
years during which the question of any further extension 
of the franchise lay dormant in the public mind; the third 
from 1904 to 1918 when at last the time was again ripe for 
reform and fresh active propaganda was set on foot, ending 
with the Royal Sanction to the Representation of the People 
Act in February, 1918, by which six millions of women were 
enfranchised. ; 


6 


FIRST PERIOD. 


In June 1866 a small group of women in London 
organised a Petition to Parliament in view of the new 
Reform Bill then before the House; 1,499 names were 
collected in a fortnight, and it was presented in the House 
of Commons on the day that the House went into Committee 
on the Bill. 


On the 20th May, 1867, John Stuart Mill introduced 
his Amendment to the Bill, to leave out the word “‘ man ” 
and substitute ‘‘ person.’’ In the division 73 M.P.’s voted 
with him and 196 against. The result of this first test of 
the question in Parliament surpassed all expectations. 


In the same year Women’s Suffrage Committees were 
formed in Manchester, London, Edinburgh and Birmingham, 
and linked up in a National Society for Women’s Suffrage. 


The Bristol Society was formed at the beginning of 1868. 
The preliminary Meeting was held in the house of Mr. Com- 
missioner Matthew Davenport Hill, afterwards Recorder of 
Birmingham, at 3, The Mall, Clifton. The circular explaining 
the objects of the new Society was written by Professor 
F. W. Newman, brother of Cardinal Newman, who became 
the first Hon. Secretary. The last sentence gave the following 
quaint invitation to attend the meeting :— 


““Mr. Commissioner Hill permits his daughter to 
invite so many as his drawing-room will hold to meet 
there on 24th January, 1868, at 3 p.m., for a friendly 
consultation on this public question, although from the 
narrowness of the space the Meeting cannot be public.”’ 


The first Committee consisted of Mrs. Beddoe, Mrs. Alfred 
Bittan, the Kev, J; Esthn. Carpenter, Miss Estlin, Miss 
Florence Davenport Hill, Prof. Newman, and Mr. J. F. Norris 
(afterwards Judge Norris). By the end of the year Miss 
lias Ashworth, now Mrs. Hallett, had joined, and in 1870 


MRS. BEDDOE. 


Member of the first Committee in Bristol. 


From a photo about 1860, 
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Miss Priestman and Miss Ramsey were added. In 1872, 
among others, we find the names of Mrs. Mill Colman (sister 
ofc |. S: Mill), the Kev. Alan “Greenwell> (the eves Ue sine 
Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. Grenfell, of Clifton College, Miss Solly, 
Miss. Eva Tribe, and shortly afterwards Dr. Eliza Walker 
Dunbar and Miss Emily Sturge. 


The first President “of the: society “was. .Viseoumpess, 
Amberley, and after her early and much-lamented death, 
she was succeeded by the Lady Anna Gore-Langton, whose 
death in 1878 again deprived the Society of its President. 
After this the office remained vacant, but we get from old 
records a long list of Vice-Presidents and supporters who 
joined the Bristol Society in its early days. Among these 
are the following :—Mr. and Mrs. Mills Baker, Dr. Beddoe, 
the Kev, I. E. Browne, then a Master av Chicon College, 
Mrs. S. Budgett, Mrs. W. H. Budgett, the Rev. J. W. Caldicott, 
D.D., Miss Mary Carpenter, Mir. J. 1. Daniell, Lord amend 
Fitzmaurice, the Right Hon. Lewis Fry, M.P., Mrs. Matthew 
Hale, Mr: Sholto Vere Hare, JxP., the Ney. Canon kKimesley, 
the Rev. A. C. Macpherson, the Misses Marriott, Mrs. Emma 
Marshall- Mr Foo Wit Miers Dr... Percival asp vine. 
Alfred Shipley, Mr. W. Sommerville, Mr. Christopher Thomas, 
Mr. Herbert Thomas, Miss Venning, Mr. Patrick Watson, 
Mr, Mark Whitwill, Mrs. Eubulus) Williams, Rev. . David 
Thomas. 


It is very interesting to note among these early friends 
of the Movement the names of Charles Kingsley, a Vice- 
President of the Society, and F. W. H. Myers, who-was a 
subscriber, and was advertised to speak at the Annual Meeting 
in 1873 in the old Broadmead Rooms, now no longer existing, 
but at that time a favourite centre for political gatherings. 


With such strong support it seemed that progress and 
success would be easy, and it is evident that the early workers 
started with eager, buoyant hope of speedy success. At 
the first Meeting of the Bristol,Committee, Mr. Davenport 
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Hill said he was “‘ asking those present to help a great cause 
that was unlike all other great causes, in that it would require 
their support for a very short time. The claim was. so clear 
and reasonable that it had but to be brought before Parlia- 
ment to be granted.’’ It was well for them that they could 
not foresee the long struggle that was to come. 


From the first they. set themselves to their task with 
untiring energy and statesmanlike methods. They organised 
petitions, deputations, and. meetings without end. Every 
M.P. and Candidate in the district was interviewed and 
questioned. The first name of the Society was the Bristol 
and Clifton Branch of the National Society for Women’s 
Suffrage, but this was changed the next year to the West 
of England Branch—a very comprehensive title. It under- 
took the functions which, many years afterwards, were 
delegated to the. Federations of Suffrage Societies in the 
present National Union. 


By 1872 they had engaged a paid Secretary and an office 
in Park Street. In 1880 Miss Helen Blackburn’s services 
were secured as Secretary, and her powerful mind and great 
talent for organisation gave a great stimulus to the Society. 


A sum of £1,000 was raised, chiefly by Miss Priestman’s 
efforts, for organising work in the district, which included 
Somerset, Gloucester, Wiltshire, Worcestershire, Devon, 
Cornwall and South Wales. For several years Miss Maria 
Colby was the indefatigable Organiser for speaking tours 
over this large area, and corresponding members were found 
in twenty-four towns to keep in touch with the Central Office. 
The first of these tours was a memorable one, in March, 
1871, when a large meeting was held in the Colston Hall, 
followed by meetings at Bath, Frome, Exeter, Plymouth 
and Tavistock, at all of which the speakers were Mrs. Fawcett, 
then lately married to Henry Fawcett, M.P., and Miss Lilias 
Ashworth (afterwards Mrs. Ashworth Hallett), In those 
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President of the Bristol W.L.A. and leader of the 
uffrage Movement in Bristol. 


“Et ieee 


/< 


13 


days it was an almost unheard of thing for women, and 
especially such young women, to speak in public, and strange 
comments were made in the public press. One Editor, in 
moving a vote of thanks, said :—‘“‘ He had never heard ladies 
speak before, and could not help thinking that those who 
could be so interesting and amusing on a platform must be 
very pleasant, good comrades to live with at home.’’ Among 
other brave girls who spoke on these tours in the West were 
Mis. Fawcett’s two-sisters, the Misses Garrett, Mrs. W. S. 
Clark, the daughter of John Bright, and Miss Emily Sturge. 


In 1874, when the British Association was held in Bristol, 
Miss Priestman read a paper at one of its sittings on “~ The 
Industrial Position of Women as affected by their exclusion 
from the Suffrage.’’ This is specially interesting for 1t proves 
(hat, although the first claim was made on the abstract 
eround of pure justice, its implications were also realised by 
the pioneers. On the same occasion the Misses Ashworth 
gave a Suffrage Garden Party to the members of the British 
Association at their beautiful home at Bath. 


Among Miss Blackburn’s indefatigable activities in 
Bristol was a bit of indirect Suffrage work—a Loan Exhibition 
of Women’s Industries, which attracted many helpers who 
had not before been interested in Women’s Suffrage, and 
made a very good object lesson for the general public. The 
catalogue, illustrated by Miss Blackburn, is still in existence, 
and the first rule states that :— 


‘That all the work in the Exhibition is done by women 
who make a profession of their pursuit. 


No work is shown done for recreation or amusement 
only.” 


By the year 1880 the country seemed ripe for the exten- 
sion of the franchise to women. Great demonstrations were 
held in all the principal cities, including Bristol, where the 
Colston Hall was crowded with an enthusiastic audience, 
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and Mrs. Beddoe presided. In the great Liberal demonstra- 
tion and procession in Bristol a beautiful Suffrage banner 
was carried, which had been designed and made at the 
Suffrage Office at 69, Park Street. ‘There appeared to be 
no reason for delay. But Mr. Gladstone thought otherwise, 
and preferred not to run the risk of over-weighting the Reform 
Bill which gave the vote to agricultural labourers. After 
this the question of Reform was settled for nearly a genera- 
tion, and other subjects filled the public mind. 


SECOND PERIOD. 


After these years of high hope and_- strenuous effort 
followed the second period, during which the question of any 
extension of the franchise lay dormant. During those years, 
however, women Suffragists and their friends in Parliament 
did not case from effort. [hey were perpetually at work, 
educating a new generation either directly through the 
Suffrage Societies, or, as-seemed to some of them a more 
efficient method at that time, through their various political 
Societies. 


Miss Priestman and Miss Emily Sturge, and others, pro- 
moted the formation of the Bristol Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion—the first in the country—which made Suffrage a test 
question for Candidates, both Municipal and Parliamentary 
and afterwards led to the formation of the Union of Practical 
Suffragists within the Women’s Liberal Federation. Later 
the Conservative and Unionist Franchise Association was 
Started. of which Mrs. Gronow Davis, Miss EB. -H,, Smith: 
Mrs. Mardon, and Mrs. Nicholetts were the chief promoters. 


In the Men’s Liberal Federation Mr. W. C. H. Cross did 
splendid service in keeping the Women’s Suffrage before its 
members ; and the I.L.P. declared itself as a body in favour 
of political freedom for women. Among many other supporters 
at this time were Mrs. and Miss Pease, Miss Mary Clifford, the 
Rev. and Mrs. Randall Vickers, and Canon and Mrs. Talbot. 


MRS. HENRY FAWCETT. 


From a photo taken about the time of her first visit to 
Bristol, 1371. 
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The women who worked against stream in those “ middle 
years,” persevering against the fearful odds of apathy and 
opposition, without the stimulating successes of the earler 
days, baffled at every turn and sick with hope deferred, 
showed heroism not less than the pioneers. They bore the 
burden and heat of the day, and the later revival could never 
have taken effect if it had not been for the steady work when 
the end was still out of sight. 


THIRD PERIOD. 


The third period began in the early ‘nineties, when the 
need for Ketorm was again stiming the \nation.. Dhen;, 
indeed, was the time for strenuous effort, and the younger 
women responded splendidly. They took the lamps which 
their sisters had kept alight with such difficulty, and soon the 
nation was ablaze with the agitation. The history of that 
lime remains to be written. Por the present 1t 1S iresiy in 
our minds, with its tumults, its pageants, its processions and 
open-air propaganda, but a few words must be added here to 
link it with older memories. The time for quiet educational 
work was past: it was necessary to go out into the open and 
bring the subject home to the men and women in the street. 
In 1909 the Women’s Reform Union was incorporated with 
the Suffrage Society, bringing with 1t new members and fresh 
energy. In 1912 a Separate Society was formed in) Bact 
Bristol, which became one of the constituencies running a 
Labour Suffrage candidate according to the policy adopted by 
the National Union, Open-air meetings were held in great 
numbers, and year after year processions walked through 
London, reaching a climax in 1911 with an immense united 
demonstration in which the National Union, the Women’s 
Social and Political Union, and many other Suffrage Societies 
joined. 


In 1913 the great Pilgrimage throngh Britain was planned. 
By this splendid scheme women walked from every part of 
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the country by various routes, all converging on London, 
where a monster meeting was held in Hyde Park. 


The West of England contingent, led by Mrs. W. C. H. 
Cross, walked from Taunton to Hungerford, holding meetings 
as they went, with Miss Frances Sterling as the chief speaker. 


In Bristol a Service was held at St. Stephen’s Church for 
the Pilgrims, and a large crowd of friends gave them a good 
send-off. 


It was a memorable time, of hospitality and much kind- 
ness received by the way, of many splendid meetings, of much 
sympathy and interest excited, interspersed with opposition 
and rough treatment in some places,—through all a spirit of 
comradeship, and a closer touch with the people of the land. 


An interesting local event at Easter, 1914, was the 
Suffrage Camp at Weymouth. planned by Miss Thurstan, then 
organizer to the West of England Federation. The camp 
attracted much attention in anew centre. Among the guests 
Mrs. Harley will always be remembered as an inspiration to 
the other Campers. 


From the beginning of the War no active propaganda 
was possible, but much help was given to the Scottish Women’s 
Hospitals, the opening of Women’s Clubs, Mothers’ Schools, etc. 


Everyone remembers the introduction of the Representa- 
tion of the People Bill as the result of the Speaker’s Confer- 
ence, the proposal to admit women, the hopes and fears during 
the passage of the Bill. But everyone does not realise how 
steady and arduous was the work of the National Union in 
order to avoid the dangers which beset the Measure. Nor 
does the multitude of newly-enfranchised women know how 
much they owe to the work of the local Societies who loyally 
and steadfastly followed the leaders and experts at head- 
quarters during the last anxious months until the happy 
consummation which opens to women anew world of fresh 
powers and responsibilities. 


MiSs LILVAS  ASEIWOR TE 
afterwards Mrs. ASHWORTH HALLETT). 


on. Sec. to the Bristol Suffrage Society for 20 years). 
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Among the very few who have worked actively in the 
movement through its three stages is the honoured President 
of the National Union, Mrs. Henry Fawcett, who, beginning 
as a girl of 20, has continued to speak, to write and to work 
for Suffrage through 50 years with the wisdom and alertness 
and fine courage of great statesmanship. 


Sn ADemortant. 


It was inevitable that, in so long a struggle, we should 
lose many comrades. Butin Bristol, besides the natural losses 
from increasing age, two of the best friends of Women’s 
Suffrage were cut off in the prime and vigour of life. The 
first of these was Miss Emily Sturge, for many years a 
member of the Bristol School Board, who was killed by an 
accident in 1892. From her girlhood she was an ardent 
Suffragist and she gave her life freely to the education of 
women in public affairs, both municipal and national. 


The Rev. U. R. Thomas came to Bristol in 1862 at the 
age of 23 as minister to Redland Park Chapel. Almost from 
the first he was associated with the Suffrage Society, as Hon. 
Sec., and as Chairman. always a wise friend and counsellor. 
His death in 1901 was an irreparable loss. In the difficulties 
which beset the movement in the troublous years that fol- 
lowed his chivalrous help and advice would have been 
invaluable. 


Among those who had worked from the first almost to the 
last, but who did not live to see success were the Misses 
Priestman, who died within a few days of each other, after a 
long life spent together, entirely devoted to the Women’s 
movement. 


Miss Priestman was for| many years President of the 
Bristol Women’s Liberal Association, and she was always 
recognised as the most inspiring Suffrage influence in Bristol. 
Miss Mary Priestman gave the best years of her life to 
Josephine Butler’s work. 
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The following is a list of the Secretaries and Offices of 
the Bristol Society.:—— 


1868. 
1870. 
oor 
1878. 
1891. 
1395. 
1896. 
1898. 
1904. 
1905. 
19006. 
1907. 
1909. 


ONES: 


Loto. 
1874, 
ovio: 
HOt: 
1880. 


19006. 
190K. 
1909. 


LOt2: 
1876. 
1880. 
POT. 
1905. 
1909. 
1910. 
OMS: 


HON. SECRETARIES : 


Professor F. W. Newman. 

Miss Lilias Ashworth and Miss Ramsey. 

Miss Lilias Ashworth and the Rev. U. R. Thomas. 

Mrs. Ashworth Hallett and Miss Emily Sturge. 

Mrs. Ashworth Hallett and Miss Eva Tribe. 

Miss Eva Tribe and Mrs. Arthur Francis. 

Miss Eva Tribe and Miss Danger. 

Miss Danger. 

Miss Allen and Mrs. Ogle. 

Miss Hayllar. 

Miss Tanner and Miss Whitwill. 

Miss Tanner. 

Miss Tanner: and:- Mrs. W. C. H. Cross, until Muss 
Tanner became Hon. Sec of the West of England 
Federation. 

Mrs. W. C. H. Cross alone until the present time. 


SECRETARIES: 
Miss Westland. 
Miss Luke. 
Mrs. Turner. 
Mrs. Birt. 
Miss Helen Blackburn until 1894 when she retired, 
and the office remained vacant until 1906. 
Miss A. E. Wright. 
Miss G. Williams. 
Mice io. Wills unl the present time. 


OFFICES: 
53 Park Street. 
16 Park Street. 
20 Pack Street, afterwards re-numbered 69 Park St. 
9 Berkeley Square. 
19 Berkeley Square. 
49 Whiteladies Road, office and shop. 
1114 Whiteladies Road, office and shop. 
40 Park Street. 


March, 1978. 
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